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by H. David Schuringa

When people asked me about the reasons for the devoured it. The thesis of Evans’ book is that to accom-
success of CBI, I had always answered that God was plish the mission to which God has called the church,
richly blessing the incredible work of our volunteers, we need to follow God’s kingdom agenda.

staff and board. Today, I know that this is only part

. oL ” .
of the truth. I've recently learned a more complete What is God’s kingdom agenda? According to Evans,

. the agenda contains two vital components needed to
answer to the question.

carry out the Great Commission to make disciples of
A pastor-friend of mine from Kalamazoo recommend- the nations.

ed the book Oneness Embraced by Dr. Tony Evans. I CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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First, the church needs to work together. That means
we must tear down our silos and learn how to work
across all denominational lines. This doesn’t imply
that we should abandon our denominational distinc-
tives. But we need to find ways to work together,
because only together can the mission of the church
be accomplished. No church can do it alone (cf. 1
Corinthians 12:21-22).

Second, along similar lines, the church must tear down
all ethnic barriers, working toward complete racial
reconciliation. Each nation, tribe and tongue has vital
input and an important role to play in accomplishing
the Great Commission. Until we destroy all barriers
that hinder diversity, the church will never experience
the divine, explosive power it needs to fulfill its mis-
sion (cf. Acts 2:5; Revelation 5:9-10).

And then I looked at Crossroad Bible Institute. Yes,
our volunteers, staff and board are Spirit-filled, godly
women and men with whom I am so blessed to be
serving.

But there’s much more going on here than that!

First of all, the over 5,000 Crossroad volunteers in-
volved in hands-on ministry represent every denomi-
nation imaginable. This month we honor CBI
Instructors. Name a church — Baptist, Reformed,
Lutheran, Episcopal, Roman Catholic, Pentecostal,
Mennonite, Presbyterian, Charismatic, Independent,

Instructors, remind your
students that CBI will help
them with reentry!

! ij ‘-l " The Crossroad Reentry Program

' helps returning citizens locate
housing, employment and a church
home in the area of their release.
Contact CBI to learn more.
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Methodist, to name just a few —and you will find
Crossroad Instructors there.

Furthermore, Instructors span the ethnic spectrum,
with Latinos, Asians, African Americans and Anglos
of every stripe represented. In addition, indigenous
Instructors are found on all six livable continents
around the globe and include Africans, North and
South Americans, Asians, Europeans and believers in
the South Pacific.

You see it? Unbeknownst to me, Crossroad’s success
results from God blessing the fact that, empowered by
His Spirit, CBI is serving according to His kingdom
agenda! After all, how else could the church even begin
to accomplish the mission of making disciples in the
prisons and jails?

Crossroad is succeeding due to God’s abundant grace
and mercy in allowing us to play a role in fulfilling His
kingdom agenda on earth. Instructors, we thank you
for so faithfully taking part in expanding God’s king-
dom. God is blessing your ministry immensely. And
we’ve only just begun!

Dr. Schuringa serves
as the President of
Crossroad Bible Institute




Those Who Bring Good News

by Stacy Ladenburger

Crossroad Bible Institute Instructors represent an array of ages, nationalities,
denominations and experiences. Yet they share a deep concern for God’s peo-
ple in prison and, together, embrace CBI's commitment to disciple these men
and women and prepare them for reentry. This month, we acknowledge the
diverse stories of those who serve with us.

When Eileen, an Instructor in California, heard about CBI in 1999, her
response was simple and straightforward. She thought, “I can do that! I like
to write letters.” These many years later, she reflects, “I've learned how much
paying attention to those who are very lonely means to them.”

Dottie, a retired teacher and principal who instructs students in all three
tiers, is quick to point out the similarities that connect her to her students:
“Walking with Jesus is important to everyone. We are all dependent upon
the grace of God in our lives.” She is grateful that she can serve from her
home and could even continue while recovering from breast cancer several
years ago.

Native Spanish-speakers and those with a specific devotion to the US
Hispanic population find a niche with Crossroad as well. One Instructor who
requested anonymity developed his passion through decades of ministry in
Bolivia with his wife. He comments, “We feel it a real privilege to serve the
Lord in this way.”

As they joyfully serve, Instructors also experience transformation. Vicky is an
Australian Instructor and volunteer. She recalls a childhood fear of escaped
prisoners like those in the books she read. “Yet now,” she explains, “I have
great love in my heart for those in the darkness of the prisons. I have learned
to love those I once feared.” A longtime Instructor in Texas, John, says of his
students, “I have been blessed to correspond with some strong, deeply faith-
ful Christians. They have strengthened my faith. I can only imagine the
impact they are having upon those around them.”

CBI Singapore Instructor Philomena summarizes the reflections that first
prompted her involvement: “I felt that inmates should be given the chance
to know God, as many people will not associate with these marginalized
people. I asked, “Who then will reach out to them, if we don’t?””

Indeed, Paul ponders the same question in Romans 10:14: “How can they
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them?”

With willing hearts, over 5,000 men and women around the globe have
joined with CBI to reach out in response to this call. Instructors, as we thank
you, we echo again the words of Romans 10: “How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!”

Stacy serves as an
Associate Editor in

The Center for Advanced
Studies at CBI

CBI MExico NORTH INSTRUCTOR

CBI AUSTRALIA
INSTRUCTOR VICKY
D. AND HER
HUSBAND TONY,
ALSO A VOLUNTEER

|

N R., AN
INSTRUCTOR AND
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Fulfilling the Great Commission ..

Instructors, this month we honor you for your faithful service!

In this busy world of endless responsibilities, the Great Commission solicits our participation in a seemingly
impossible task — that of reaching the nations with the Gospel. Yet our Father never asks us to do anything without
equipping us to answer His call.

As the Lord showers you with His grace and fills you with His power, you are more than able to disciple
incarcerated people worldwide. When your students read your heartfelt letters, they see Christ in you!

Though we greatly appreciate every Instructor, we specifically congratulate those celebrating five, ten,
fifteen and twenty or more years of serving with CBI.

Karen Loyd serves as Instructor
Coordinator at Crossroad Bible Institute
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teaching the Word of God.

Lorena C., NJ
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Judy Knapp

Jean Kok

Marie M. Kok
Lori Kolean
Marge Kool
Karen Koopmans
Sherwin Koopmans
Janice Koops
Joyce Koops
Lynn Koops
Mark Kranich
Alvina Krikke
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Will Powers

Isaac Price

Carter Protzmann
Jean Pulscher
Donna Rasmussen
Lorna Reinders

It is such a blessing to be an Instructor. I can
see so much growth in the lives of my students.
God’s Word will not go void! I know that I
gain so much spiritually, and I see my students
growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ!
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Ruth Lutke
Lavonne Maas
Renee Magee
Cheryl Magill
Patrick Maloney
Donald Matthews, Canada
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How privileged we are to be instruments in the

Lord’s hands in helping inmates to know the Savior.

LEO S., AUSTRALIA
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Jeff Lee

Randy Lydens
Ron Lynema
Eric Mack
Sharon Mack
Kenneth Maik
Virginia Malloy

No doubt it’s the Holy Spirit who compels
me to serve. And is there anything more
purposeful in life than to share the good

news about Jesus Christ?

I know CBI is ordained by God, and what
God ordains, God maintains. He will most

certainly continue to provide Instructors to
serve our brothers and sisters behind prison
bars. He is our sovereign and awesome God.

Elizabeth Marsh
Susan Martin

Aileen May, Australia
Florence McGilvray
Marcia Meems

Sandy Meixell

Harry Mennega, Canada
DeeAnne Meyers
Angela Miller

Carole Miller Harriet Oetting Becky Shelley
John Milligan Robert Olson Bill Simon
Pauline Mol, Australia Carroll Oskvig Sue Smith
Harry Molling Martha Oskvig Lois Snieder
Leta Monsma Ken Packer, Australia Pat Speth
Donna Moran Phil Parker, New Zealand Ralph Speth
Ellen Mustoe Margaret Pearce Olivia Stachorek
Kristine Pederstuen Cynthia Stember
Barbara Peterson Jean Stewart, Australia
Marguerite Petroelje James Stryd
Antonie Posthuma, Ross Stuntz
New Zealand Maryarm Sullivan
Cheryl Price Michael Swanson
Lisa Ragsdale Gordon Sweers
Brenda Rash Ineke Sytsma, Canada
BonNIE V., 1A Michael Rash Jenny Sytsma
Judi Reeder Luke Tempelman
Wayne Reeve Kim Thibault
Donna Reid Renee Tjapkes
Scott Remy Anton Marinus Tromop,
Diana Rinzema New Zealand
Mary Beth Ritsema Ron Tuit
Ed Ritzema Rosemary Tymes
Eunice Roan, Australia Wanda Ulmer
SHARON R., FL George Robinson Vondalee VanBeek
Earl Rotman Henry VandenBurg
Pam Rottschafer Jon VanderBee
Wanda Myers Esmelda Ruiz Peter VanderHeide, Australia
Penny Nelson Dana Ruland Donald VanderMeulen
Sherry Neubert Wendy Lee Rupke, Canada ~ Theo Vanderputte, Canada
Betty Nienoord Burton Schoepf Jack VanderRos, Australia
Sylvia Nieuwsma Phineke Schoutko Elizabeth VanderSchilden
Laverne Nyenhuis Salome Serratos Bernice VanderStoep
Bill Nywening, Canada Martin Sharda Luverne VanDerWerff
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CHRISTMAS
SEND-A-CARD
PROGRAM

The Christmas season can be
one of the most difficult times
of the year for those in prison.
For these men and women,
alone and far from home, it
often provokes depression
rather than joy. By sending
every CBI student a card,
Crossroad's Send-A-Card
Program offers them the hope
of Christ at Christmas.

Instructions

Dorothy VanGorp
Katherine VanMersbergen
Bethany VanRaalte
Jim VanRensburg,
New Zealand
Paul VanRoekel
Sharon VanZwaluwenburg
James Vedders
Brent Veldkamp
Jack Verduyn, Canada
Lorraine Veurink
Carol Vis
Pearl Vos
Stan Vos
Joan Vugteveen
Stanley Vugteveen
Walter Warhurst
Eugene Weatherwax
Joyce Weatherwax
Lori Weavers
Geoffrey Webber, Australia
Margaret Webber, Australia
Carolyn Weda
Edward Wenerski
Al Wezeman
Benjamin Wherley
Joyce Wilcox
David Wilson
Ed Winters
Elizabeth Woolley
Gale Woolley
Alan Woudstra
Bill Young
David Zandstra
Barb Zillmann

+ Select an English or Spanish Christmas card.

» Write a greeting if you wish. CBI will personalize the card

with a student’s name.

Sign only your first name or “A brother/sister in Christ.”

Place the card in its blank envelope, but do not seal.

Mail all cards and envelopes to CBI between now

and November 7.

Mailing guidelines
* Each card must fit into a 6 x 9 envelope.

* Do not include cards or envelopes with foil, stickers, glitter,
glue, pop-up parts or paint, and do not send homemade

layered cards.

Do not put postage stamps on the envelopes.

Do not send unsigned cards.

Cards that do not comply with these guidelines cannot
be used because most facilities will not accept them.
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Campaign for Justice Names Executive Director
LANSING—Peter Cunningham has been named the new
executive director of the Michigan Campaign for Justice, a
nonprofit dedicated to improving the state’s failing public
defense system. Cunningham worked previously for the
Michigan House of Representatives and brings to the
Campaign his wealth of legislative experience as well fresh
enthusiasm and strong leadership.

Currently, the Campaign is educating and informing the con-
versation of the governor-appointed commission charged with
developing recommendations for a revised public defense
system. Crossroad Bible Institute is a member of the Campaign
for Justice Coalition, and Dr. Schuringa serves on the organi-
zation’s board of directors.

Crossroad Inmate Art Gallery Expands

GRAND RAPIDS—CBI is pleased to announce the expansion
of the Crossroad Inmate Art Gallery, located at its headquar-
ters in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The two-year-old gallery has
been doubled in size and now holds over seventy pieces of
artwork, all of them created by CBI students. Prints of five of
the pieces are available for purchase at the gallery or through
CBI’s online store.

Crossroad hosts tours for church, school and community
groups, providing a coffee bar, an inmate art presentation, a
tour of the lesson processing center and viewing of the
expanded gallery. Contact CBI to schedule a visit for your
group or to learn more!

Restorative Justice Toolkit Now Available

GRAND RAPIDS—As Restorative Justice Week approaches,
Crossroad has once again made its free Restorative Justice
Toolkit available. Restorative Justice Week, which takes place
November 13-19 this year, educates and spurs action world-
wide in regard to this important issue. CBl’s toolkit includes
worship resources, a book study, helpful links and a list of
ministry representatives available for speaking or preaching in
churches. The toolkit aims to equip churches, small groups
and individuals to recognize Restorative Justice Week through
reflection on the biblical call to justice. Visit the CBI website to
access the free materials.

4 Michigan Campaign for Justice
Fighting for a fair and effective public defense system
M
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IN HONOR OF

DAN & MATILDA ALONS
Celebrating their 65th Wedding
Anniversary

MR. & MRS. JAMES BENEDUM
Wedding Gift
Opal Huettner

BERT & DENA JOLING
72nd Wedding Anniversary
Aldie & Bev Altena

HANK & TWILA LANNING
50th Wedding Anniversary
Bill & Shirley Vanderby
Jack & Rita VanderMolen

MERLE & JOYCE MEYERINK
Celebrating their 50th Wedding
Anniversary

WILL & FLORENCE MORET
50th Wedding Anniversary
Jim & Thelma VanOtterloo

IVAN & RUTH MULDER
50th Wedding Anniversary
Kenneth & Dorothy Monsma

HENRY & MARGARET
SCHOLTEN

70th Wedding Anniversary

Allen & Ardith Rubingh

JOHN & ARDEAN VANDER WALL
Wedding Gift
Jeanette Schultze

ADRIAN & RACHEL

VAN SOMEREN
50th Wedding Anniversary
Jerry & Bonnie VanSomeren

JAMES & MARTHA ZYLSTRA
CBI Volunteers
David & Mary Lamberts

INTERNATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS

P.O. Box 900

Grand Rapids, MI 49509-0900
ph 616-530-1300

fx 616-530-1351

www.cbi.fm
mail@crossroadbible.org

CBI - AUSTRALIA

P.O. Box 6600

Blacktown, NSW 2148, Australia
CBI - CANADA

P.O. Box 5037

Burlington, Ontario L7R 3Y8
Canada

CBI - COLOMBIA

Apartado Postal 361533
Bogotd, DC, Colombia

IN MEMORY OF

JOHN A. BANDSTRA
Ivan & Ruth Mulder

DONALD BAUMBLATT
Carol Stika

SIDNEY BUSH
Len & Margaret VanGrouw

ALBERT DEKKER
Anonymous Gift

Les & Evie Beimers
Berwin & Dorothy Bergman
Lyle & Ruth Boerman

Les & Jan Bundrick

Cal & Joann Bushhouse
Carl & Emma Butenas
Tom & Vanna Buursma
Paul Damon & Associates
John & Sara Darrow
Gerry & Phyllis DeJong
Don & Andrea Dekker
Harry & Judy Dekker

Lee DeVries

John & Janet Fischer
Dennis & Jana Gale

Glen & Nancy Gelderloos
Jake & Carol Glas

Ron Hoekstra

Bart & Fran Huisman
Bernie & Joanne Huizenga
Jack & Marlene Huls
Allyn & Betty Kroll

Chuck & Barb Kuiper
Dave & Jan Luyk

Ken & Carole VanDenBosch
Jim & Helen VanLaar

Don & Wilma VanLoo
Gerald & Lois Veldkamp
Bud & Audrey Veltema

Jack & Jean Venhuizen
Shirley Verbeek

Jack & Marlene Vos

Alicia Westrate

Gordon & Dona Zwart

ARTHUR GROENHOF

Marvin & Dorothy Dykstra

Bruce & Susan Harkema

Ken & Jane Knoll

Terry & Irma Mokma

Joel & Deborah
VandenHeuvel

Neil & Mary VVanRegenmorter

DAN GRONSMAN
Ruth Gronsman

ANNE HENDRICKS
Richard & Connie Bos

SHANNON JANSEN
Anonymous Gifts
Henrietta Beyer

Arlene Bogaards

Mr. & Mrs. Brant Bruxvoort
Robert & Janice Buyert
Martena DeGroot

Marvin & Mary DeZwarte
Barbara Jansen

NAPA Auto Parts—Genuine
Parts Company

Gladys Nieuwsma

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Roozeboom

Steven & Beverly Roozeboom

Loren & Marge Steenhoek

Stacy Sytsma

Larry & Lil Terpstra

Gerald & Mary VanDeKieft

Margaret VanDeKieft

Gerald & Ruth VanderLinden

Daniel & Janice VanderVoort

Robert & Lois VanHouwelingen

Bradley & Cheryl Veenstra

Marvis Vos

Paul Vos

Marilyn Wallace

JOEL JANSMA
Garret & Marcia Jansma

AL KONING
Roger DeHaan

DELROY LEDEBOER
Margo Dinneen

BURRELL PENNINGS
|da Huisman

ADRIANNA ROOSE

Larry & Diane Barton

Mr. & Mrs. William Monsma
Arvin Roose
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VERN SCHULTZE
Jeanette Schultze

ARVID SLAGTER
Lowell & Sandra Slagter

MARJORIE
VAN MERSBERGEN
Ken & Ruth Groenenboom
JCM Farm, Inc.
John & Mary Roose
Randy & Carol Rozenboom
Ken & Joyce Slagter
Marion & Marilyn
VanderLinden
Katherine VanMersbergen
Wayne & Marilyn
VanMersbergen
Robert & Marilyn VanSoelen
Marjorie Wolters

BOB VAN RYSWYK
Kenneth & Dorothy Monsma

FRANCES VAN ZEE
Ron & Ivamarie Kelley

SPECIAL
GIFTS

CBI gratefully acknowledges
a generous gift from:

THE ESTATE OF
BERNARD

S

Col. Ampliacién Loma Blanca
C.P. 32599 Ciudad Juarez
Chihuahua, México

CBI - NEW ZEALAND

P.O. Box 11005
Hastings 4158, New Zealand

Paul & Gretchen Mellema Jerry & Donna Janssen EVADENA ROOSE
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