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This month we celebrate Christmas again, reflecting
on the birth of Christ.  Have you ever thought about
why Jesus was born?  Of course, you say, He came to
save His people.  True, but sometimes I wonder

whether we tend to hyper-spiritualize what that entails.  What I
mean is, when we think of Jesus being born in Bethlehem, don't we
tend to think of His coming mostly in a "spiritual" sense, redeeming
poor and needy sinners?  Jesus did come to the aid of  poor sinners
to lift them up from the miry clay.  Still, Jesus came for more than
relieving "spiritual" poverty and distress.  

Salvation is not only for the life hereafter, but also for life in the here
and now.  Jesus relieved not only spiritual poverty with the forgive-
ness of sins, He also met the physical needs of those with whom He
came into contact.  He helped people to see spiritually, but He also
actually gave sight to the blind.  He spiritually opened ears to hear
the voice of the Good Shepherd, but He actually healed the deaf and
dumb.  He provided spiritual food, but He also actually fed the hun-
gry multitude.  He spiritually delivered captives, but He also deliv-
ered those in actual, physical chains (Luke 8:29ff).  

Matthew talks about Jesus speaking to the spiritually poor (Matt.
5:3), but there is little question that Luke knew Jesus meant those
who were physically poor as well (Luke 6:20).  The Savior spent His
entire life coming to the aid of the poor and needy, eating with pros-
titutes, even helping a death row inmate while taking His final
breaths on the cross.  

If Jesus was born to rescue those in distress is there a place at the
table for those of us who are not physically down-and-out?  Jesus has
always had friends with resources.  Peter, Andrew, James and John,
while not highly educated, were successful in the fishing industry.
In fact, some scholars maintain that Peter owned two lakefront
homes, one in Bethsaida and another in Capernaum.  Matthew and
Zacchaeus were tax collectors who had accumulated some wealth.
Lydia, a wealthy business woman, undoubtedly financed the start-
up of the church in Philippi and, according to tradition, kept one of
her homes available for missionaries passing through.  Paul not only
had an education, he was self-supporting with his tent-making busi-
ness.  

There have always been people of some means in Jesus' circles, but
they have always used their resources to help Jesus help people.
When the apostles were sent out to disciple the nations, they were
especially instructed to remember the poor (Gal. 2:10).
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How we with means figure in is by assisting Jesus in His work to
help the helpless.  Christmas can be richer than merely collecting
gifts we don't really need.  Shouldn't it also be about sharing in
Jesus' work by helping those who are truly in need?  With every
passing Christmas, the disparity between the world's rich and
poor increases.  We continue to incarcerate in record numbers.
This situation makes the church's initiatives for prisoners and oth-
ers in need ever more urgent.  

According to John Calvin, Jesus applauds our generosity in assist-
ing the poor (Calvin's Commentaries,  Mark 10:21).  And assisting
those at risk is a profoundly spiritual matter.  Jesus was born so
that we could help Him reach them.
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From your Friends at CBI!

By Dr. David Schuringa, President

The staff at Crossroad Bible Institute
headquarters in Grand Rapids, MI  would
like to take this opportunity to wish you a
Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year.
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Pressure has been coming from the highest levels in this country
to review our treatment of prisoners.  In a speech to the American
Bar Association last year Supreme Court Justice Anthony
Kennedy said, that with regard to criminal justice, "our punish-
ments [are] too severe, our sentences too long."  Kennedy, a
Reagan appointee, concluded that public consideration of criminal
punishment must commence soon, saying, "It is the duty of the
American people to begin that discussion at once."

The severity of prison conditions has been a matter of controversy
for some time now.  Prevailing attitudes in society contribute to
the idea that a prison term can be like a visit to a country club.
This claim is disputed, however, by
recent scholarship which reveals that
all too frequently prisons are
designed to systematically degrade,
demoralize and dehumanize those
who are incarcerated. 

Some of the renewed public interest
in punishment reform is in response
to the recent advent of "supermax"
facilities which are designed to deal
with the most incorrigible, violent
offenders. Despite this intent often
the mentally ill find their way into
these facilities simply because it is
too challenging to deal with them in traditional prisons and there
are no alternative facilities available for them. Topping the list of
concerns about "supermax" facilities is their policy of systemati-
cally isolating inmates. Prisoners frequently have as little as three
hours of exercise a week, and then alone, likely in a small indoor
room.  Often inmates have no contact of any kind with other pris-
oners during their entire stay.  Corrections officers operate most
cell functions by remote control, monitoring inmates with video
cameras and speaking to them only when necessary; and then by
intercom.  Some "supermax" facilities have banned any correspon-
dence courses, making engagement with a ministry like CBI
impossible.  While effects of this alienation have not yet been stud-
ied, few would claim it has a positive effect on prisoners.

Prisoners have suggested that being in "supermax"
can make them feel like a "time bomb."  Some psy-
chiatrists are investigating the potential of these
prisons to cause mental illness.  Feelings of anger,
sadness and the desire to act out must be internal-
ized during an isolated incarceration.

Even in less secure prisons instances of abuse have consistently
been noted. Several years ago the Department of Justice investi-
gated the Nassau County Jail and concluded that the jail institu-
tionalized a culture which promoted prisoner abuse. This was not
an isolated case.  In his speech Justice Kennedy recalled an

Arizona sheriff bragging that he "runs a
very bad jail."  California governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger recently appointed a
commission to investigate widespread
allegations of prisoner abuse in that state's
prison system last March. 

In addition to the welfare of the prisoner,
another fundamental concern arising from
this kind of abuse is the effect that it has
on recidivism.  The report by the ABA in
response to Kennedy's speech concluded
that prison conditions may be "unaccept-
ably dehumanizing and degrading, and
more likely to encourage than reduce

future crime."  Harsh prison conditions ultimately benefit neither
society nor prisoners.

The issue of prisoner treatment in this country is now too large to
be ignored.  As Justice Kennedy said, "Out of sight, out of mind is
an unacceptable excuse for a prison system which incarcerates
over two million human beings in the United States," the highest
proportion of any country on earth.  Christians need to take up
Justice Kennedy's challenge and engage in the discussion of the
purposes, methods, and effects of criminal punishment on behalf
of the least and the lost; seeking justice for those who need it and
mercy for those who lack it. 

ABA Report Finds Prison Conditions Too Harsh  by Jonathan Shaw

Jonathan Shaw serves as an Associate Editor at CBI



CBI Instructors, we all know that Christmas is the season of giving gifts.  Each time you respond to an inmate you take
the gift that God has given you and share it with your student.  1 Peter 4:10 says, "Each one should use whatever gifts he
has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms."

CBI has now completed its 20th year of ministry to inmates.  Many of you have served as Instructors for many years and
have personally developed your gifts along with the ministry.  Your Biblical knowledge has increased, your responses to questions have
matured, your writing skills have developed, you have learned how to effectively communicate God's love and bring His correction with
grace. 

Many of you have been blessed by the call God gave you to reach inmates and have gained deep reverence for the work that He does through
you.  Your eyes have been opened to the realities of prison life, even "life without parole".  You have befriended brothers and sisters in Christ
who are incarcerated even to the point of drawing nearer to understanding the sufferings of our Lord. 

CBI Instructors, thank you for blessing the students! Thank you for continually giving of yourselves, for not giving up, and for walking in
wholehearted obedience to the call to reach inmates for Christ.   "Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love
as brothers, be compassionate and humble.  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called
so that you may inherit a blessing" (1 Peter 3:8).

God bless all of you for your faithfulness!   May His Spirit lighten your load and turn your burdens into blessings in 2005! 
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Karen Loyd is CBI’s Instructor Coordinator

Tribute to Instructors  by Karen Loyd

5 YEARS

Continued on page 4

This year we honor Instructors who have served 5, 7 and 10 or more years.
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