S
<

Winter 2004

Crossroad

Reaching through the walls to unite the church A Publication for CBI Students

Sweet, Sweet Spirit INSIDE Student Wor.k .......................................... 1-3

David D., CBI Student, PA Students Write In . . ... ... . 4

Instructors’ Remarks ............. .. ... 4

As Your sweet rain falls from the sky, Lord President’'s Corner ........... ..ot 4
Oh sweet rain come fall on me

Saturate my very spirit, Lord
Come, cover me and set me free.

Sweet spirit rain upon my desert,
Touch my petals with Your dew,
As I bloom with your sweet fragrance,
Soften my spirit to be like You.

Touch me with Your Holy fire,
Cleanse me from this worldly fare,
Take me into Your throne room,
Cover me with love and care.

Let Your sweet fire burn bright within me,
Touch all of my loved ones who are near,
Let Your sweet fire flow with deliverance,
Breaking down walls of despair and fear.

As Your sweet peace flows in bounty,
Over troubled waters within my heart,
Your grace is sufficient for me, Lord,
Your sweet peace will never depart.

As Your sweet rain covers my spirit, Lord,
As Your sweet fire cleanses my soul,
Your sweet peace flows within me,

I am Yours, with heaven as my goal.

What Can | Do?

Quest for Heaven

Pete G., CBI Student, FL

To make this pain go away,
I have no where left to hide,
And no words left to say.
These times and changes,
Have been as rough as can be,
But with You in my life,

I know I will be free.
God, deliver me from all evil,
And strengthen my mind,
Teach me Your ways,
Until the end of time.

My heart feels so lonely,
And my thoughts are confused,
My soul feels troubled,
But my spirit is true.
Watch over me, Lord,
And show me the way,
Place Your arms around me,
Each and every day.
Through the Holy Spirit,
You will always be in my heart,
And as long as I love,

We will never be apart.

CharlesV, CBI Student, Ml

In our Savior’s mighty hand,
Where all Christians stand,
We must walk with Him, hand in hand,
In order to enter the Promised Land.

For if we follow His commands,
We will enter into that Promised Land,
Through His glorious and righteous hand,
Our Savior guides us to His Holy Land.

In this land, there is no more pain,
For this is the truth and not in vain,
For the truth, our Savior was slain,

It is hard to imagine such immense pain.

For His blessings and righteous deeds,
With His hands, He fills our needs,
To our mighty Savior, we must plead,
To direct our paths, to let Him lead.

There are many tragedies in this life,
To overcome them is our strife,
Though we often tend to ponder,

In heaven, Christians will forever wander.

William H., CBI Student, TX
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Bakerman God Ron'W, CBI Student, FL

Bakerman God, You are Living Bread,
[ am your low, ugly loaf.

Put me in Your loving fires,
PPut me in Your own bright light,
So that after You've kneaded my heart,

With Your divine, merciful, forgiving and saving hands,
I, too, can rise from the cold dark pains of a sinful life.

Felipe R., CBI Student, CA
Jesus Is Waiting For You
[ am broken under Your caring word and might, : )

I humble myself before Thy throne,

Charles 5., CBIl Student, AZ
Asking, "Oh Bakerman God,

Here's a little story about what God has done for me,
: ; Let's not even talk about the person | used to be.
Just drop e Your special ba“_': 5 Jesus came into my life and showed me the way,
Drop me in Your blood f':'f new life, But He made it clear that my past ways could not stay.
Cut away my ki a‘,nd’  gichring rm,lg,'h edges, Acknowledge the Lord's blessings yvou'll receive,
So that [ can bring joy into.others' lives. You can count on this, the love of God does not deceive.
Bakerman God, make me a loaf,

With forgiveness and grace He came unto me,
r ? Even though I'm not worthy to Him at all.
To be pleasing to Your sight, Glory be, | see Him in my brothers, and in nature too,
Inall I say and do, 3
So that [ can help in Your soul-winning kitchens,

Just turn around for Jesus, He's everywhere waiting for you,
To bring in the molded ones as You make them all new.

Overcomer’s Daily Prayer
Timothy F, CBI Student, FL

Lord Jesus, | abandon myself to You,
I give myself to You, just as 1 am,
The good, the bad and the indifferent,
I hold nothing back.

I give You my fears, my resentments, and my anger.
[ give You my powerlessness, my failures and defeats.
I make You Lord over all of me,

1 renounce everything
That is not from You, or of You,
Give me the power and grace,
To love You and to serve You.

Have mercy on me and help me this day, Lord Jesus,
1f I should change my mind later about all of this,
Do it anyway in spite of me.

1 give You my will,

Change it as You see fit.
Deliver me from my self-seeking,
Make me into one who helps others,
And desires to do Your will.
So be it. Amen.

Ron K., CBI Student, UT
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Untitled
Alfondo H., CBI Student, Ml

Another year has passed,
Thanks to God alone,
Who has spared our life,
As we journey toward home.

We want to be faithful,
To Him who is strong,
Who loves us so dearly,
And keeps us from wrong.

But the world is so troubled,
As we travel in sin,
All we need is Jesus,
To settle things within.

Real Love RonT, CBI Student, MN

Testimony Michael Y, CBI Student, Ml

Larry M., CBI Student, NY

Not Alone

If you're fed up and have had enough,
If your life has been a little too rough.
If you're sick of being sin’s slave,
There is One who conquered the grave.
There is this One who loved so much,
That He would leave His Father’s touch.
He would trade in a majestic throne,

To show a love that’s never been known.
He was beaten, degraded, crucified and mocked,
So He could bridge the gap between His flock.
There was this barrier because of sin,
That prevented man from getting in.

Into His presence, but I have good news,

That Jesus made this possible for you.
Just receive, believe and you become,
One of God the Father’s sons.

Is that, my friend, not good news?

It's time, my friend, I'm talking to.

A Special Friend
Richard W, CBI Student, SC

A special friend is someone,
Always near, never far.
Someone who accepts you,
Just the way you are.

A special friend is a mentor,
Who never leads you astray.
Furthermore, someone precious,
A gift of comfort on a cloudy day.

Someone trustworthy to have around,
That captures the heart.
Helping one realize,

You give life a spark.

Understanding is what I mean,
Beside you ‘til the end
Are some of the best ways I describe Jesus,
As being a special friend.

Robert S., CBI Student, LA

From within these walls,
I look but cannot see,
The sun that is shining
Neither grass nor tree.

It matters very little,
What be the time of day,
For I am locked in my cage,
Yes, there I must stay.

Come the morning light,

Or the evening dark.
I see not the sun,
Nor hear the lark.

Into my view,
Comes the fluttering of a wing,
Then when it is perched,

I hear a robin sing!

The nearness of this creature,
Carried by wings on high,
Soars up, up above me,
And causes me to sigh.
I feel the power around me,
That came to me today.
For God has sent the Spirit,
The messenger guides my way.

MEET THE PRESIDENT

As his schedyle permits, Dr,
Schuringa (shur—RING—ga) will
gladly come to your facility to
preach or teach. Jygt ask your

chaplain or Prison official to extend

the invitation, There’s absolutel
no charge to the facility for hijg ’
coming to share God’s Word.

I was crying out from the guilt that filled my life,
Because of shame, I've been driven to my knees.
Searching the heavens for peace of mind, heart and soul,
Seeking freedom from a lifetime of yesterdays.

Finding refuge, love and a guiding light,

In a Savior whose love provides all my needs,

In Jesus, who does to set me free.

Thanking God, who never stopped loving me.

I was once fallen and near death,
Was blind and could not see,
What living for myself was doing to me.

Looking up, I saw God’s hand and it’s victory!

Lifting me up out of a pit of misery,

Picking up the pieces of my shattered dreams.

It was Jesus, at the cross of Calvary,
Whose unselfish act has rescued me.

Now my life is no longer filled with doubt,
Although there are many trials along the way.
I've got God'’s praise and glory,

He’s my refuge, love and guiding light.

Standing strong and true,
His promise will see me through.

Charles C,,
CBI Student, TX
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STUDENTS Write n....

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

“I want to thank Crossroad Bible Institute for sending me
this study free of charge because there’s a lot of brothers
like me who have no funds, but seek Jesus. Thank you for
being true service men and women of Jesus Christ and
sharing the love of Jesus and his studies with me. I'll be
waiting for my next study. God bless.”

Jose A., CBI Student, IL

“I want you to know that I truly enjoy this Bible study
course through Crossroad. My walk with the Lord is truly
a blessed one. Everyday He is showing me how to live my
life (the one He bought of course) the way He wants me to
live it. This study is increasing my knowledge of who
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are and how much they
mean to me in this crooked world I live in.”

Dwayne S., CBI Student, CO

“It was a beautiful experience for me to have finished my
work since I had never before read even one page of the
Bible. I thank God for giving me this opportunity, and I
think it’s the first step for a change in my life. I ask God
that my faith always stays in Him and that I grow spiritu-
ally more and more and that from here on out He would
change my life for the better.”

Ramiro R., CBI Student, MI

“CBI has been a major instrument in my spiritual growth.
I learn so much from my Bible study. Ilook forward to it.
God has used CBI to bless so many people. It reaches far
beyond the prison system. We take this home with us and
share it with our families. Thank you for taking the time
to share God’s love with so many that never knew loving
Christ could be so great! God bless!”

Melanie G., CBI Student, WV

INSTRUCTORS’ Remarks

“As I check these students’ lessons and study the Word
with them, I'm convinced God is leading me on a new spir-
itual journey of my own. The love that I have for these
inmates is something I never dreamed I would have, and is
something I myself cannot fully understand or explain. All
I know is that it is a love that is real and powerful and full
of blessing. It is all of God!”

Ruth, CBI Instructor, IN

“1 have been truly blessed since I became a Crossroad
Instructor. I have grown in faith and closer to Christ. The
students have shown me that Jesus never fails and He
is with you wherever

you are. The students

have made me see that "W‘- o
God will never forsake b T '1'“-"1- -

you. I just read some ) L it g :
of the mail I get and 1 il -
am revived!” i

Tom, CBI Instructor, IL | m

The History of CBI
Dr. David Schuringa, President of CBI

Some of you have written and asked me to tell you more
about Crossroad Bible Institute. Since this year marks CBI's
Twentieth Anniversary, it's appropriate to reflect upon its
history and purpose.

Back in 1984, a group of church members in Grand Rapids, Michigan, felt
God’s leading to disciple prison inmates. By discipling, however, they meant
more than simply getting people to make a decision for Christ, as important as
that first step is. When Jesus commanded the church to make disciples, He said
it meant “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matt.
28:19-20). That's a life-time of learning. Real discipleship takes time.

However, these well-meaning folks immediately ran into a problem. They dis-
covered what you know all too well—that inmates in the jails and prisons
across this country frequently get transferred to other facilities. That mobility
makes it difficult, if not impossible, for inmates to receive long-term, in-
depth discipleship.

That need gave birth to a unique correspondence program that would not only
have the highest quality biblical content, it would also be personalized through
letters that the Instructors would return to the students along with the correct-
ed lessons. These full page letters would encourage the students, answer their
spiritual questions and help them understand what God’s truth means for their
lives. CBI considers this personal aspect of the program so important that an
Instructor is not permitted to disciple CBI students without it.

In this way, real discipleship could take place because the courses would fol-
low the students no matter how many times they were transferred, and even
upon release.

Inmates immediately applauded the program and CBI began to spread
throughout the prison system in Michigan. Crossroad went national five years
ago when it began to partner with ministries like Prison Fellowship, RBC
Ministries, Focus on the Family, The Back to God Hour, and numerous other
national and regional ministries who refer their inmate respondents to CBI.
The largest source of referrals—a third of the student body —comes from the
students themselves!

CBI constantly works to expand and improve upon its educational programs.
Your ideas and comments are also taken seriously. No wonder prison chap-
lains refer to Crossroad Bible Institute as “The Industry Standard” for Bible
study programs, and you students often refer to us as “The Cadillac” of corre-
spondence courses.

Today you are part of a large student body of over 25,000. CBI has students in
every state, all the provinces and territories of Canada and 50 foreign countries.
Though headquartered in Grand Rapids, the 3,500 trained Instructors come
from all across North America. Additional distribution centers are located in
Canada and Australia. The last twenty years of Crossroad Bible Institute is a
marvelous story of God’s blessing upon Christ’s church fulfilling the Great
Commission and remembering those in prison (Heb. 13:2).

Richard S.,

CBI Student, Ml P.O. Box 900

Crossroad  Grand Rapids, M
BIBLE INSTITUTE 49509-0900

The views, opinions or theological positions expressed in
Crossroad Connection are not necessarily those of the
leadership or staff of Crossroad Bible Institute.
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